How do T-cell receptors, MHC molecules and superantigens get together?
The current model of superantigen activity assumes that the superantigen simultaneously binds to both the MHC molecule on the presenting cell and the V beta element of the TCR, resulting in crosslinking of both molecules and subsequent activation of the T cell. Here, David Woodland and Marcia Blackman discuss the concept that there is an additional interaction between the TCR and MHC molecule during superantigen engagement and the significant impact this has on superantigen specificity and function.